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Senate 
Due to the Senate being in session until 5:39 a.m. on Friday, February 5, 2021, the proceedings of the Thursday, February 4, 2021, 
Congressional Record and Friday, February 5, 2021, Congressional Record are hereby combined in the Friday, February 5, 2021, 

Congressional Record. 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable CATH-
ERINE CORTEZ MASTO, a Senator from 
the State of Nevada. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty Redeemer, today, show our 

lawmakers Your unfailing love. Sur-
round them with the shield of Your di-
vine protection. Keep their steps on the 
right paths, providing them with wis-
dom to serve You and country faith-
fully. May they not hesitate to fulfill 
Your purposes. 

Lord, guard them with Your omnipo-
tence and fill them with the power of 
Your Spirit. 

Arise, O Lord. Stand with those who 
seek to protect freedom. Let the smile 
of Your face shine on this land we love. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, February 4, 2021. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable CATHERINE CORTEZ 
MASTO, a Senator from the State of Nevada, 
to perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021—Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of S. 
Con. Res. 5, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Con. Res. 5) setting forth 
the congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2021 and 
setting forth the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2022 through 2030. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

TRIBUTE TO ANN BERRY 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

first, I want to offer congratulations to 
longtime Senate staffer Ann Berry, 
who will soon be taking over the re-
sponsibilities of a very important job 
as Secretary of the Senate. This is a 
position that dates all the way back to 
April 8, 1789, 2 days after the Senate 
achieved its first quorum for business. 

Ann’s nomination was approved by 
the Senate yesterday afternoon, mak-
ing her the first African American and 
only the eighth woman to ever serve in 
that position. It would be an under-
statement to say Ann knows the Sen-
ate well. She brings four decades of ex-
perience in the Senate to her new of-
fice, having worked with Senator 
LEAHY for many years, and, more re-
cently, with Senator Jones from her 
home State of Alabama. 

She is going to do a fantastic job 
helping the Senate through its day-to- 
day responsibilities, and I look forward 
to seeing her up here on the dais when 
she assumes her new title in a few 
weeks. 

Once again, another ceiling has been 
broken, and we welcome Ann Berry as 
Secretary of the Senate. 

CORONAVIRUS 
Madam President, next, COVID. One 

year ago, the United States reported 11 
confirmed cases of COVID–19. A few 
days later, a woman from California 
became the first American to die from 
this disease. 

Today, those numbers stand at over 
26 million Americans infected and over 
450,000 Americans dead. Along the way, 
COVID–19 has turned life as we know it 
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